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Related STNs: None 
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Telecon Body: 
FDA had a teleconference with Novo Nordisk (NN) regarding the proprietary name, 
Novothirteen. 

FDA informed NN that the medication error has occurred between NN’s products, insulin 
and Factor.  The name of both products starts with “Novo”.    Things such as illegible 
handwriting, unfamiliarity with drug names, similar packaging may increase the 
probability of medication errors.  

To avoid drug name confusion, FDA asked NN to either propose new proprietary names 
or provide solid safety justification for keeping the current name. 

NN said that Novothirteen will be distributed through specialized pharmacies and 
hemophiliac treatment centers.  FDA asked NN to take the situation in emergency rooms 
in to consideration. 

NN acknowledged FDA concerns and requests and will submit the response by next 
Wednesday, November 20th, 2013 




