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Curriculum Vitae 

Part I: General Information 

Name: Melody June Cunningham, MD, FAAHPM 

Home Address: 900 Harbor Bend Road 
Memphis, TN 38103   

Office Address: Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
49 North Dunlap, FOB 146 
Memphis, TN 38103 

Phone: (901)-287-4619 
Email: mcunni16@uthsc.edu 
Place of Birth: Augusta, ME 

Education: 

05/1988 B.A. (English), Magna cum laude, Wellesley College, Wellesley, Massachusetts 
06/1994 M.D. University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, Massachusetts 

Postdoctoral Training: 

07/1994-06/1995 Intern in Pediatrics, Pediatics, University of MA Medical Center 
07/1995-06/1997 Resident in Pediatrics, Pediatrics, University of MA Medical Center 
07/1997-06/1998 Chief Resident in Pediatrics, Pediatrics, University of MA Medical Center 
07/1998-06/2001 Fellow in Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, DFCI/Children's Hospital, Boston 
09/2001-08/2002 Fellow in Transfusion Medicine, Joint Program in Transfusion Medicine: 

Children's Hospital/DFCI/Brigham and Women's Hospital 

Licensure and Certification: 

11/1998-2006 Massachusetts Registered Physician 
10/1997-2014 Diplomate, American Board of Pediatrics 
11/2002 Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology (recertified to 2022) 
10/2003 Diplomate, Transfusion Medicine, American Board of Pathology 
07/2006  Tennessee Registered Physician (renewed through 10/30/2020) 
11/2007 Massachusetts Registered Physician (renewed through 10/30/2020) 
11/2012 Diplomate, American Board of Hospice and Palliative Medicine (recertified to 2022) 

Part II: Academic and Hospital Affiliations 

Academic Appointments: 

07/1998-06/2001 Clinical Fellow in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
09/2001-08/2002 Clinical Fellow in Pathology, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
09/2002-01/2006 Instructor in Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
12/2003-08/2006 Adjunct Instructor in Pediatrics, University of MA Medical School, Worcester, MA 
02/2006-09/2006 Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
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09/2006-01/2008 Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, University of TN Medical School, Memphis, TN 
02/2008-11/2008 Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 
12/2008-06/2017 Associate Professor of Pediatrics, University of TN College of Medicine, Memphis, TN 
07/2017- Professor of Pediatrics, University of TN College of Medicine, Memphis, TN 

Hospital or Affiliated Institution Appointments: 

07/02-09/06 Assistant in Medicine, Children’s Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute Boston, MA 
07/02-09/06 Consultant in Pediatric Hematology, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston, MA 
07/02-09/06 Consultant in Pediatric Hematology, Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital, Boston, MA 
09/06-02/08 Assistant in Medicine, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 
09/06-02/08 Assistant in Medicine, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, TN 
02/08-11/08 Assistant in Medicine, Children’s Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute Boston, MA 
02/08-11/08 Consultant in Pediatric Hematology, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Boston, MA 
12/08- Assistant in Medicine, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 

Hospital and Health Care Organization Clinical Service Responsibilities: 

2002-2006 Member, Hematology Program, Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA 
2002-2006 Attending, Hematology Service, Children’s Hospital, Boston 
2002-2006 Attending, Transfusion Service, Children’s Hospital/DFCI/Brigham and Women’s 
2002-2006 Clinical Director, Thalassemia Program, Children’s Hospital, Boston 
2006-2008 Member, Hematology Program, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, TN 
2006-2008 Member, Hematology Program, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 
2006-2008 Attending, Hematology Service, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, TN 
2006-2008 Attending, Hematology Service, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 
2008 Attending, Hematology Service, Children’s Hospital, Boston 
2008- Medical Director, Palliative Medicine Service, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

Major Administrative Responsibilities: 

2002-2006 Medical Director, Thalassemia Program, Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA 
2006-2008 Medical Director, Thalassemia Program, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, TN 
2006-2008 Medical Director, Bone Marrow Failure Program, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, TN 
2008 Director of Thalassemia Research, Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA 
2008-2010 Program Director, American Society of Hematology/Health Volunteers Overseas, Makarere 

University Site, Kampala, Uganda 
2008- Medical Director, Pediatric Palliative Care, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2012-2014 Site Director, Palliative Care Fellowship, University of Tennessee Health Science Center 
2014-2015 Associate Program Director, Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship 
2015- Program Director, University of Tennessee Hospice and Palliative Medicine Fellowship 

Major Committee Assignments: 

2002-2004 Education Director, Transfusion Medicine for Adult Hematology/Oncology Fellows, Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute/Brigham and Women's Hospital 

2003-2004 Member, Education Committee for Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, Children's 
Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

2003-2005 Education Director, Transfusion Medicine for Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Fellows, 
Children's Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 



2003-2005 Education Committee for Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, Member, Children's 
Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 

2003-2006 Member, Transfusion Committee, Children's Hospital 
2004-2005 Member, Study Section, American Society of Hematology Clinical Research Training 

Institute, NHLBI/NIH 
2004-2008 Co-Chair, Publications Committee, Thalassemia Clinical Research Network, NIH/NHLBI 
2004-2008 Member, Protocol Development Committee, Thalassemia Clinical Research Network, 

NHLBI/NIH 
2004-2008 Member, American Society of Hematology Heme and Iron Scientific Subcommittee, 

NHLBI/NIH 
2005-2006 Education Director, Outpatient Hematology for Pediatric Hematology Fellows, Children's 

Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
2005-2006 Member, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Training Committee, Children's 

Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
2006-2008 Member, Fellowship Recruitment Committee, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
2006- Member, Program Committee, American Society of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology 
2006-2008 Chair, Finance Committee, Thalassemia Clinical Research Network, NIH/NHLBI 
2006-2008 Member, Board of Medical Directors, Cooley’s Anemia Foundation 
2007 Co-Chair for Transfusion Session, ASPH/O 2007 Symposium 
2007-2008 Transfusion Committee, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital 
2007- Member, American Society of Hematology International Subcommittee on Health 

Volunteers Overseas, NHLBI/NIH 
2008 Chair for Hepcidin Session, ASPH/O 2008 Symposium 
2008 Chair for Autoimmune Hematologic Dyscrasias, ASPH/O 2008 Symposium 
2008  Education Director, Outpatient Hematology for Pediatric Hematology Fellows, Children's 

Hospital/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
2008 Member, Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Fellowship Training Committee, Children's 

Hospital Boston/Dana Farber Cancer Institute 
2009 Chair for Hemoglobinopathies Session, ASPH/O 2009 Symposium 
2009 Chair for Neutropenia Session, ASPH/O 2009 Symposium 
2009-2010 Task Force Development Committee, ASPH/0 
2009- Ethics Committee, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2010 Communication Task Force, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2010-2017 Transfusion Committee, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2011 Communication Task Force II, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2011- Faculty Affairs Committee, University of Tennessee 
2011 CDC Grant Review Chair-RFA DD11-009 Bleeding Disorders 
2011- Schwartz Rounds, Planning Committee, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2011-2017 Schwartz Rounds, Physician Leader, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2012-2018 Faculty Senate, University of Tennessee 
2012-2013 Communication Task Force III, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2012- Le Bonheur Parent Advisory Council 
2013 Systems Ethics Committee, Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare 
2013-2017 Tennessee End of Life Partnership 
2014-2015 FDA Pediatric Advisory Committee, Consulting Member 
2015- FDA Pediatric Advisory Committee, Member 
2017- FDA Pediatric Ethics Committee, Consultant 
2017- AAHPM Clinical Education Committee, Member 
2017- University of TN Promotions and Tenure Committee 
2017- AAHPM Fellowship Director Committee 
2018- Methodist University Palliative Care Development Committee 



Professional Societies: 
1994-2004 New England Pediatric Society, Member 
1994-1999 American Academy of Pediatrics, Member 
2001-2010 American Association of Blood Banks, Member 
2002- American Society of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, Member 
2003-2015 American Society of Hematology, Member 
2005-2012 New York Academy of Sciences, Member 
2005-2010 The International BioIron Society, Member 
2006-2008 American Academy of Pediatrics 
2007-2011 Massachusetts Medical Society 
2008- American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine 
2012- American Academy of Pediatrics, Member 
2013- American Medical Association 
2013-2015 American Society of Bioethics and Humanities 

Community Service Related to Professional Work: 

2004 Fundraiser Speaker, Cooley’s Anemia Foundation, NE Chapter 
2005 Fundraiser Speaker, Hellenic Women’s Club 
2018 FedEx Student Writing Contest Judge 
2019 Rotary Club Speaker, Advance Directives 

Editorial Appointments: 
2007- Ad Hoc Reviewer, Pediatrics 
2005-2009 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Blood 
2005 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Gene Therapy and Molecular Biology 
2004 Ad Hoc Reviewer, American Journal of Hematology 
2003-2015 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Pediatric Blood and Cancer 
2010 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Biomedical Review 
2016- Editorial Board, Pediatric, Blood and Cancer 
2016 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Pain and Symptom Management 
2017 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Children 
2018 Ad Hoc Reviewer, Journal of Palliative Medicine 

Awards and Honors: 
1988 Magna cum laude, Wellesley College 
1991 Worcester District Medical Society Wilder Award, University of Massachusetts Medical 

School 
1992-1993 Joseph Collins Foundation Scholarship, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
1993 Society for Pediatric Research Scholarship, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
1994 New England Pediatric Society Award, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
1994 Senior Scholar, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
1994 Merck Manual Award, University of Massachusetts Medical School 
1994 American Medical Women's Association Award, University of Massachusetts Medical 

School 
2003 American Society of Hematology Clinical Research Training Institute, ASH 
2006 Nominee, Harvard Medical School Prize for Excellence in Teaching 

(Years 1 & 2) 
2007 Le Bonheur Resident St. Jude Faculty Teaching Award 
2014-2019 Memphis Top Doctor 
2015 Schwartz Center National Caregiver of the Year Award, Finalist 



2016 Power of One, Threads of Care, Palliative Care Team and Infant Care Unit 
2016 Excellence in Clinical Service Faculty Award, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 
2016 National Public Radio Kind World Series, She Remembers it All, National Edward R Murrow 

Feature Reporting Award 
2018 Honorable Mention, Schwartz Compassionate Caregiver of the Year 
2018 Expert Consult Author, New England Journal of Medicine 

Additional Coursework: 
2009 Palliative Care Education and Practice (PCEP), Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

2011 Who's Responsible for the Children? Exploring the Boundaries of Clinical Ethics and Public 
Policy, Treuman Katz Center for Pediatric Biomedical Ethics, Seattle, WA 

2012 Harvard Clinical Bioethics Course, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

2013 Respecting Choices Facilitator Training, University of TN Health Science Center, Memphis, 
TN 

2014 Education in Palliative and End-of-life Care Trainer Conference-Pediatrics (EPEC), 
Northwestern University, Chicago, IL 

2016 Pediatric Pain Masters Class, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 

2018 American Academy of Pediatrics Advocacy Workshop, Washington, DC 

2018 Harvard Chan School, Women in Healthcare Leadership Training, Boston, MA 

Part III: Teaching 

Local Teaching 

1999-2005 Hematology Instructor, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

2008 Hematology Instructor, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA 

2009 Master Clinician, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, Memphis, TN 

2010 Prevention, Community, and Culture, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, 
Memphis, TN 

2009-2010 Doctoring, Recognizing, Signs, and Symptoms, Instructor, University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center, Memphis, TN 

2011 Principals of Clinical Medicine, Instructor, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, 
Memphis, TN 

2011- Schwartz Rounds Presentation, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital (monthly) 



2012 Health Care Challenge Project, Advisor, University of Tennessee Health Science Center, 
Memphis, TN (Team received 2nd place) 

2012- Difficult Discussions, M3 Case Conferences, University of TN Health Science Center 
(quarterly) 

2012 Fellows’ Conference, Maternal Fetal Medicine, University of TN Health Science Center 

2012 Fellows’ Conference, Cardiology, University of TN Health Science Center 

2012 Ethics Case Studies and Practice, Nursing Grand Rounds 

2013 Women in Medicine and Science 

2013 Competence and Consent, Systems Ethics Committee 

2013 Quality of Life, Palliative Care and Neurologic Conditions 

2013 HIV/AIDS: Testing, Treatment and Controversy, Le Bonheur Monthly Ethics Committee 

2013 Competence and Consent, Le Bonheur Monthly Ethics Committee Education Session 

2014- Resident Morning Ethics Rounds (monthly) 

2014-2018 Ethics Committee Education Sessions, 4 per year 

2015- Delivering Bad News, Role Play, Palliative Care and Hematology/Oncology Fellows, Fellow 
Boot Camp 

2015- Palliative Care Fellow Boot Camp, Director 

Invited Presentations 

Local 
2001 End of Life Issues in Pediatrics, University of MA Medical School, Worcester, MA 

2002 Quality of Life Issues in Pediatrics, University of MA Medical School, Worcester, MA 

2010 Role of Palliative Care in NICU, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2010 Pediatric Palliative Care, Medical Staff Council, Methodist Le Bonheur Health Care 

2010 Case Presentation, DNR and the OR, Mid-South Ethics’ Consortium 

2011 Pediatric Palliative Care, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2011 CPC, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 



2011  Pediatric Palliative Care, Nursing Education Day, Methodist Le Bonheur Health Care x 2 

2011 Suspension of DNR in the OR, Resident Conference, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2011 Transfusion Reactions, Medical Staff Council, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2011 Pediatric Palliative Care, Family Partners Council, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2012 Is Palliative Care Evidence-based? Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2014 Tracheostomy and Neuromuscular Disease, Surgery Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2015 Palliative Care: Past, Present and Future, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2016 Post-mortem Conferences and Bereavement, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital 

2017 The Breadth and Scope of Pediatric Palliative Care, MidSouth Comfort Care and Bioethics 
Consortium 

2017 Pediatric Palliative Care and International Progress, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital, 
Memphis, TN 

2018 Wellness and Resiliency: Impact on Clinician and Patient Outcomes, Grand Rounds, Le Bonheur 
Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 

2018 Development of Palliative Care Program, Methodist University Leadership Meeting, Presenter and 
Facilitator 

Regional 
2013 Schwartz Rounds: Format, Goals and Data, TONE (Tennessee Organization of Nursing 

Education) 

2013 Palliative Care...misconceptions, perceptions and reality, Women’s Health, Children and 
Newborn Conference, North Mississippi Medical Center 

2014 Pediatric POST: Practical Approaches, Potential Pitfalls and Precious Moments, Tennessee 
End of Life Partnership, Nashville, TN 

2014 Pediatric POST:  Practical Approaches, Potential Pitfalls and Positive Impact, Tennessee End 
of Life Partnership, Knoxville, TN 

2014 Perinatal and Neonatal Palliative Care, ELNEC, St Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

2014 Palliative Care Panel Discussion, ELNEC, St Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

2015 Perinatal and Neonatal Palliative Care, ELNEC, St Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

2015 Palliative Care Panel Discussion, ELNEC, St Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

2016 Grappling with Failure and Loss, Law Student Seminar, University of Memphis 



2016 Pediatric Palliative Care:  Past, Present and Future, Tennessee Nurses Association, 
University of Memphis, Memphis, TN 

2017 Grappling with Uncertainty: The Collision of Ethics, Palliative Care and Neonatology, 
Panelist, The Complex Newborn Seminar, Memphis, TN 

2018 Everyday Ethics Issues Arise in Pediatrics, Mid-South Respiratory Therapy Conference, Le 
Bonheur Children’s Hospital, Memphis, TN 

National 
2004  Adult Complications of Thalassemia, American Society of Hematology Annual Meeting 

2005 Expert Breakfast Session, Thalassemia, American Society of Hematology Annual Meeting 

2005  Thalassemia, University of Texas Southwestern 

2006  Pediatric Medical Session, Thalassemia Action Group

      2007  Fertility and Pregnancy in Thalassemia, Cooley’s Anemia Foundation Symposium

      2009  Update on Fertility in Thalassemia, New York Academy of Sciences Symposium 

2009 Update on Clinical Research in Thalassemia, MD Anderson 

2010 State of the Art in Clinical Care of Thalassemia, Texas Children’s Hospital 

2014 Pediatric End-of-Life Discussions and Documents, Tennessee End of Life Partnership, Knoxville,  
TN 

2015 Past, Present and Future of Palliative Care, Pediatric Palliative Care Symposium, Lexington, KY 

2015 Too Much Information — Choosing Unshared Decision Making, New England Journal of Medicine 
Medstro Open Forum on-line discussion, Invited Expert Commentator 

2016 Palliation Beyond Death: Face-to-Face Interdisciplinary Post-Mortem Review as a Tool to Mitigate 
Complicated Bereavement and Promote Legacy-Building, AAHPM Annual Assembly, Chicago, IL 

2016 She Remembers it All, Kind World Series, WBUR National Public Radio, Boston, MA 

2016 International Palliative Care:  Access and Issues, Oregon Health Sciences University, Portland, OR 

2017 Mitigating Grief through Multidisciplinary Post-mortem review, Pediatric Palliative Oncology 
Symposium, Memphis, TN 

2018  Incorporating Bereaved Parents as Faculty Facilitators and Educators in Teaching Principles of 
Palliative and End-of-life Care to Oncology Providers, AAHPM Annual Assembly, Boston, MA 

2018 Partnering with Payors to Provide Community-based Pediatric Palliative Care, AAHPM Annual 
Assembly, Boston, MA 



2018 Grief and Bereavement in Parents and Siblings, Grand Rounds, Oklahoma University, Oklahoma 
City, OK 

2018 Resilience and Wellness in Medicine Workshop, National Pediatric Palliative Oncology Symposium, 
St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, Memphis, TN 

International 
2005  Iron Overload-Causes, Consequences and Clinical Solutions, 1st Congress of International BioIron 

Society, Prague, Czech Republic 

2005  State of the Art in Thalassemia, Brazilian Hematology Congress, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

2006 Complications of Transfusion in Thalassemia, Brussels, Amsterdam 

2010 Liver Disease: Treatment and Prognosis in Thalassemia, Pan-American Thalassaemia Congress, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 

2011 Pediatric Palliative Care, Pan-American Thalassaemia Congress, Brasilia, Brazil 

2011 Palliative Care, Uncloaking the Mystery, Palliative Patients Live Longer, American Society of 
Hematology Annual International Meeting, San Diego, CA 

2015 Invited Advisor for Pediatric Palliative Care Program Development, Universidade Federal De Sao 
Paolo, Escola Paulista De Medicina, Sao Paolo, Brazil 

2018 Giving Bad News, New England Journal of Medicine Resident 360, Open Forum on-line discussion, 
Invited Expert Panelist 

2018 Pediatric Palliative Care-World View, South American Pediatric Palliative Symposium, 
Universidade Federal De Sao Paolo, Escola Paulista De Medicina, Sao Paolo, Brazil 

2018 Palliation Beyond Death, South American Pediatric Palliative Symposium, Universidade Federal De 
Sao Paolo, Escola Paulista De Medicina, Sao Paolo, Brazil 

2018 Preventing Burnout and Promoting Resiliency, South American Pediatric Palliative Symposium, 
Universidade Federal De Sao Paolo, Escola Paulista De Medicina, Sao Paolo, Brazil 

2018 Fundamentals of Primary Pediatric Palliative Care, Department of Palliative Care at the University 
of Medicine & Pharmacy, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam (November 26-December 8) 
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