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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is pleased to announce the award of two new
cooperative agreement programs (CAPs) that are intended to enhance the capacity and
capabilities of state human and animal food testing laboratories in support of building an
integrated food safety system, the Laboratory Flexible Funding Model (LFFM) and the
Building an Integrated Laboratory System to Advance the Safety of Human and Animal
Food Cooperative Agreements.

The FDA Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) outlines a new approach to food safety
that is risk-informed and preventive in focus. Recognizing that sample testing can play a
greater role in helping the agency and our regulatory partners prevent contaminated food
products from reaching consumers, better understand risks, and assess the value of
strategies to control those risks, FDA has begun to rethink how the agency deploys its
resources and ways to work more effectively and collaboratively with our state and local
laboratory partners.

State and local human and animal food testing laboratories are tasked with conducting
investigational, surveillance, and emergency response testing in collaboration with state
and local regulatory programs and play a critical role in the identification, containment,
and prevention of foodborne illnesses. FDA is committed to assisting these laboratories
in building laboratory capacity and capability, maintaining and expanding the scope of
ISO/IEC 17025 laboratory accreditation, and supporting the groundbreaking work
achieved through the GenomeTrakr network. Effective leveraging of resources and
harmonization of efforts will require extensive collaboration with relevant initiatives,
including those of federal partners, national associations/organizations, and state and
local partners.

The LFFM Cooperative Agreements will strengthen and improve FDA’s efforts to prevent
foodborne illnesses and minimize foodborne exposures by helping to build a nationally
integrated laboratory science system. Participating laboratories will be equipped with
additional resources that can be employed to build and increase sample throughput
capacity and capability within their states. The laboratory analyses they perform will
drive a risk-based and prevention-focused food safety system for tracking and trending,
early identification of emerging issues, and evaluation for future sampling initiatives and
areas of focus.



The FDA awarded LFFM Cooperative Agreements to the fifty-five (55) state and university-
based human and animal food testing laboratories listed below. Each award was for up to
$1.5 million annually for five years. A total of $31.7 million was awarded to state and
university-based laboratories in Fiscal Year 2020.

FDA also awarded the Building an Integrated Laboratory System to Advance the Safety of
Human and Animal Food Cooperative Agreement to the Association of Public Health
Laboratories (APHL). The award was for up to $500,000 annually for three years.

APHL will assist state and local LFFM-participating and unfunded food testing
laboratories with building laboratory capacity and capability in the testing of human and
animal food samples. Under the cooperative agreement, APHL will conduct research on
national testing capability and capacity; provide trainings, workshops, and educational
materials to support laboratories obtaining and expanding their scope of ISO 17025
laboratory accreditation; host LFFM and GenomeTrakr annual meetings; develop best
practice manuals and guidances for sample collection, analytical methodology, and
compliance standards; and support information sharing initiatives between FDA and
partnering laboratories.

In response to the award of these important CAPs, Paul Norris, DVM, Director of the Office
of Regulatory Science in FDA’s Office of Regulatory Affairs said, “There is absolutely no
doubt in my mind that the successful development and execution of the LFFM can
accurately be described as a milestone or inflection point in a “New Era” of the Mutual
Reliance effort with FDA'’s state partners to create a national integrated laboratory network
in support of public safety. The LFFM was several years in the making and the list of
contributors is long. However, Andrew Carnegie’s quote describes the effort best,
“Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. The ability to direct
individual accomplishments toward organizational objectives. Itis the fuel that allows
common people to attain uncommon results.”

Shari Shea, APHL'’s Director of Food Safety, further added, “APHL is honored to work
with FDA through the Integrated Lab CAP to support and enhance the capabilities of state
human and animal food (HAF) testing laboratories, including those funded through the
new LFFM. Through workforce development efforts, direct technical assistance, and
network building, we will shape the national Integrated Food Safety System, the foundation
of which is the defensible data created in HAF laboratories.”

For additional information, please email the Office of Partnerships at
OP.Feedback@fda.hhs.gov.

FY 2020 Laboratory Flexible Funding Model CAP Awardees
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
Arizona Department of Health Services
Arkansas Department of Health
California Department of Public Health
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Colorado Department of Agriculture

Colorado Department of Public Health & Environment

Colorado State University

Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station
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Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
Division of Food Safety

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services,
Agricultural Environmental Services

11.

Georgia Department of Agriculture

12.

Hawaii Department of Health

13.

[llinois Emergency Management Agency

14.

Indiana Department of Health

15.

Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship

16.

Kansas Department of Agriculture

17.

Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services

18.

Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

19.

Maryland Department of Health Laboratories Administration

20.

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

21.

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services

22.

Michigan Department of Agriculture

23.

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

24.

Minnesota Department of Health

25.

Mississippi State University

26.

Missouri Department Health and Senior Services

27.

Nebraska Department of Agriculture

28.

New Hampshire Department Health Statistics and Data
Management

29.

New Jersey Department of Agriculture

30.

New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services

31

New Mexico State University Las Cruces

32.

New York Department of Agriculture and Markets

33.

New York State Department of Health, Wadsworth Center

34.

North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services

35.

North Carolina State University — Raleigh

36.

Ohio State Department of Agriculture

37.

Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

38.

Pennsylvania State University - University Park

39.

Purdue University

40.

Rhode Island Department of Health

41.

South Carolina Department Health and Environmental Control

42.

South Dakota State University

43.

Tennessee Department of Agriculture




44.

Texas A&M AgriLife Research

45.

Texas Department of Health Services

46.

University of California at Davis

47.

University of lowa

48.

University of Nevada - Reno

49.

University of Wisconsin - Madison

50.

Vermont State Agency of Human Services

51.

Virginia Division of Consolidated Laboratory Services

52.

Washington Department of Agriculture

53.

Washington Department of Health

54.

West Virginia Department of Agriculture

55.

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection






