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FSMA Food Traceability Rule 
Traceability Lot Code Examples 

 

Shipping Invoice Example 

This is an example of an invoice that could be used to record and share all of the Key Data 
Elements (KDEs) that the Food Traceability Rule requires for the Critical Tracking Event of 
Shipping (§ 1.1340). The fields on this document that could be used to record the required 
Shipping KDEs are identified by numbers. The key to those numbers is shown below the 
invoice. You should refer to the rule for the exact information that is required.  

For example, this document indicates that the “Ship to” field could be used to meet the 
requirement to maintain and provide the location description for the immediate subsequent 
recipient (other than a transporter) of the food. If you choose to meet this requirement in the 
“Ship to” field of an invoice, the field would have to contain all of the required information 
for this KDE, i.e., the business name, phone number, physical location address (or geographic 
coordinates), and city, State, and zip code for domestic locations (and comparable 
information for foreign locations) for the location to which the food is being shipped. 
Including the traceability lot code (TLC) on the invoice would be one way to link the TLC to 
the other required KDEs. 

While this example contains space for all of the required Shipping KDEs for the purposes of 
illustration, 21 CFR 1.1455(g) states that you do not have to keep all of the information 
required by the rule in a single set of records. Your traceability plan must indicate the format 
and location of the records you are required to keep under the rule, in accordance with             
§ 1.1315(a)(1). In keeping with a typical invoice, this example also includes space for 
information that is not required by the Food Traceability Rule. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fda.gov/fsma
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-1/subpart-S/subject-group-ECFRbfe98fb65ccc9f7/section-1.1340
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1340#p-1.1340(a)(4)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1310#p-1.1310(Location%20description)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/subject-group-ECFRacd5c2e8ea7ccbf#p-1.1455(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1.1315#p-1.1315(a)(1)
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1. Reference document type and reference document number 
2. Location description for the location from which you shipped the food 
3. Location description for the immediate subsequent recipient (other than a transporter) of 

the food 
4. Date you shipped the food 
5. Quantity of the food 
6. Unit of measure of the food 
7. Product description for the food 
8. Traceability lot code for the food 
9. Location description for the traceability lot code source, or the TLC source reference 

https://www.fda.gov/fsma
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Bill of Lading Example #1 

This is an example of a bill of lading that could be used to record and share all of the Key 
Data Elements (KDEs) that the Food Traceability Rule requires for the Critical Tracking 
Event of Shipping (§ 1.1340). The fields on this document that could be used to record the 
required Shipping KDEs are identified by numbers. The key to those numbers is shown 
below the bill of lading. You should refer to the rule for the exact information that is 
required.  

For example, this document indicates that the “To” field could be used to meet the 
requirement to maintain and provide the location description for the immediate subsequent 
recipient (other than a transporter) of the food. If you choose to meet this requirement in the 
“To” field of a BOL, the field would have to contain all of the required information for this 
KDE, i.e., the business name, phone number, physical location address (or geographic 
coordinates), and city, State, and zip code for domestic locations (and comparable 
information for foreign locations) for the location to which the food is being shipped. 
Including the traceability lot code (TLC) on the bill of lading would be one way to link the 
TLC to the other required KDEs. 

While this example contains space for all of the required Shipping KDEs for the purposes of 
illustration, 21 CFR 1.1455(g) states that you do not have to keep all of the information 
required by the rule in a single set of records. Your traceability plan must indicate the format 
and location of the records you are required to keep under the rule, in accordance with  
§ 1.1315(a)(1). In keeping with a typical bill of lading, this example also includes space for 
information that is not required by the Food Traceability Rule. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fda.gov/fsma
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-1/subpart-S/subject-group-ECFRbfe98fb65ccc9f7/section-1.1340
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1340#p-1.1340(a)(4)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1310#p-1.1310(Location%20description)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/subject-group-ECFRacd5c2e8ea7ccbf#p-1.1455(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1.1315#p-1.1315(a)(1)
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1. Reference document type and reference document number 
2. Date you shipped the food 
3. Location description for the immediate subsequent recipient (other than a 

transporter) of the food 
4. Location description for the location from which you shipped the food 
5. Quantity and unit of measure of the food 
6. Product description for the food 
7. Traceability lot code for the food 
8. Location description for the traceability lot code source, or the TLC source reference 
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Bill of Lading Example #2 

This is an example of a bill of lading that could be used to record and share all of the Key 
Data Elements (KDEs) that the Food Traceability Rule requires for the Critical Tracking 
Event of Shipping (§ 1.1340). The fields on this document that could be used to record the 
required Shipping KDEs are identified by numbers. The key to those numbers is shown 
below the bill of lading. You should refer to the rule for the exact information that is 
required.  

For example, this document indicates that the “Consignee” field could be used to meet the 
requirement to maintain and provide the location description for the immediate subsequent 
recipient (other than a transporter) of the food. If you choose to meet this requirement in the 
“Consignee” field of a BOL, the field would have to contain all of the required information 
for this KDE, i.e., the business name, phone number, physical location address (or geographic 
coordinates), and city, State, and zip code for domestic locations (and comparable 
information for foreign locations) for the location to which the food is being shipped. 
Including the traceability lot code (TLC) on the bill of lading would be one way to link the 
TLC to the other required KDEs. 

While this example contains space for all of the required Shipping KDEs for the purposes of 
illustration, 21 CFR 1.1455(g) states that you do not have to keep all of the information 
required by the rule in a single set of records. Your traceability plan must indicate the format 
and location of the records you are required to keep under the rule, in accordance with § 
1.1315(a)(1). In keeping with a typical bill of lading, this example also includes space for 
information that is not required by the Food Traceability Rule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fda.gov/fsma
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/chapter-I/subchapter-A/part-1/subpart-S/subject-group-ECFRbfe98fb65ccc9f7/section-1.1340
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1340#p-1.1340(a)(4)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/section-1.1310#p-1.1310(Location%20description)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/part-1/subject-group-ECFRacd5c2e8ea7ccbf#p-1.1455(g)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1.1315#p-1.1315(a)(1)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-21/section-1.1315#p-1.1315(a)(1)
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1. Reference document type and reference document number 
2. Date you shipped the food 
3. Location description for the location from which you shipped the food 
4. Location description for the immediate subsequent recipient (other than a 

transporter) of the food 
5. Quantity and unit of measure of the food 
6. Product description for the food 
7. Traceability lot code for the food 
8. Location description for the traceability lot code source, or the TLC source reference 

https://www.fda.gov/fsma
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