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What is One Health?

One Health is a collaborative, multisectoral, and trans-disciplinary 
approach—working at the local, regional, national, and global 
levels—with the goal of achieving optimal health outcomes 
recognizing the interconnection between people, animals, plants, 
and their shared environment.   

US Government Definition
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•Components 
and topics 
relevant to 
human health

Human Health

•Components 
and topics 
relevant to 
animal health

Animal Health

•Components 
and topics 
relevant to 
environmental 
health

Environmental 
health

One Health
(intersect human, 

animal, and 
environmental 
components)

• Commonalities
• Correlations
• Context
• Impact

Social Ecological Model

Microlevel
• Individual – attitudes, belief,  awareness, knowledge
• Interpersonal – family, friends, peers, social 

networks
• Organizational – local level groups, coalitions, units
• Community –networks between organizations and 

institutions that make up the greater community

Macrolevel
• Organizational – state, regional, national, and global 

level institutions
• Laws, Regulations, Policies
• Society – cultural beliefs, norms, practices, ethics

Utilizing the One Health Framework
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FDA’s Regulatory Mission



FDA’s One Health 
Initiative

• FDA One Health Vision - Optimal 
public health outcomes for 
humans and animals in their 
shared environment. 

• FDA One Health Mission – FDA 
collaborates with stakeholders 
across disciplines and sectors to 
promote the health of humans, 
animals, and the environment 
using science, technology, and 
innovation.
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FDA One Health Priorities

• Research in response to the ongoing Avian Influenza A 
(H5N1) outbreak

• Product-safety topics: food, drug, device, tobacco
• Antibiotic resistance 
• Pandemic-related topics
• Technology/Innovation/Practices
• Regulatory/Enforcement topics
• Building capacity and resource needs
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Recommended Considerations for 
Future Projects

• Proposals must utilize the One Health approach
– health and well-being of humans and animals in their shared 

environment are important.
• Must align with FDA’s regulatory mission.
• Should align with FDA’s One Health vision and mission.
• Should align with FDA’s One Health priorities.
• Should include cross-cutting and multidisciplinary public. 

health priorities within the Agency or across FDA 
Centers/Offices.
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Examples of FDA One Health Activities

• Note: These examples do not represent the entire FDA 
One Health research portfolio or research priorities: 

• Utilization of information and safety data that predicts and 
communicates health risks across species contributing to the 
establishment of policies, technology, and innovation.

• Utilize subject matter expertise, equipment, and facilities for 
effective health education, communication, and training. 

• Research and surveillance improving response to emerging 
threats through supporting the development of human and 
veterinary medical products.
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• https://www.fda.gov/science-research/focus-areas-regulatory-science-report/cross-cutting-topics-one-
health-initiative

• https://www.fda.gov/food/alerts-advisories-safety-information/updates-highly-pathogenic-avian-
influenza-hpai

• https://www.fda.gov/science-research/fda-grand-rounds/fda-grand-rounds-one-health-fda-concept-
application-07142022

• https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/cvm-updates/fda-announces-animal-and-veterinary-
innovation-centers-partnerships 

• https://www.fda.gov/science-research/fda-grand-rounds/pandemic-and-call-action-one-health-fda-
one-health-initiative-06112020-06112020

• https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFDA/bulletins/335bbf4
• https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/science-research/how-we-conduct-one-health-monitoring-

and-investigation
• https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-supports-innovation-animal-

biotechnology-veterinary-products-food-animals-through-new

www.fda.gov
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