1/12 Three individuals in State “A” and
4 individuals from State “B” had
gastrointestinal illness ; stool
specimens submitted to clinical labs;
isolated E. coli O157:H7

Jan 12"

Jan 23"

1/23 through 2/7 28 other people in
11 other states became ill;
diagnosed with E. coli 0157:H7

2/9 CDC coordinated a call with the
epidemiologists in affected states;
summarized the total number of cases
matching PFGE pattern:

35 possible cases in 13 states identified with
20 laboratory confirmed cases.

Feb 9"

2/9 CDC contacted the FDA
and USDA FSIS through the
embedded agency liaisons and
sent notification to all 50 state eb 1 th

2/12 Six additional PFGE matches
reported; brought total lab confirmed
cases to 34; three new cases
reported bringing total possible
cases to 45.

State “D” found all 7 of their cases
were exposed to spinach. State “H”
indicated that 4 of 5 cases had fresh

spinach exposure.

2/14 Twelve more cases in state “I” were
reported; no new DNA fingerprint matches
reported. States “J”, “F”, and “E” reported fresh
bagged spinach as the source.

FDA issued a press release; advised consumers
not to eat bagged fresh spinach; FDA also
advised the retail/foodservice industries not to sell
or serve fresh bagged spinach.

Feb 14"

infection.

through Feb 7"

Onset of

Iliness

Jan 22"

1/22 PFGE pattern submitted to CDC
PulseNet database.

Feb 8"

2/8 CDC officials, noticed a spike in the number
of reported infections due to E. coli 0157:H7
several strains of E. coli that from various states

had matching DNA fingerprints.

contact affected people to
conduct hypothesis generating

health departments.

Affected states began to

interviews.

Feb 11"

2/11 Eight more cases in three other states
uploaded PFGE fingerprints into PulseNet,
which matched the patter of the earlier cases.

6 new cases were reported from states “F” and
“J"; total of 42 possible cases and 28 confirmed
cases in 13 states.

2/13 Five new cases in state “N” (a
new state) reported; total number of
possible cases now 47 in 14 states.

Ten more DNA fingerprint matches; 38

confirmed laboratory cases in 13
states.

CDC reviewed all data and continued
to point hypothesis towards spinach.

2/11 An additional call was held by the
CDC with the FDA and USDA FSIS to
review previous contaminated food

outbreaks.

A “short list” of foods that ill people
consumed in common was generated,;
spinach was indicated as a preliminary

hypothesis.

Identification

of Food

Feb 15"

2/15 Sixteen more cases in two states
reported; DNA matches continued to be
confirmed.

Traceback investigation by FDA determined
that Brand X and Brand Y fresh bagged
spinach was packaged in the same facility
owned by ABC Processing Company.

ABC Processing announced a voluntary
recall of all fresh bagged spinach-containing
products.



2/16 FDA and state health
inspectors arrived at ABC
Processing Company to
investigate the spinach
processing facility, the sources of
spinach and distribution
information.

FDA collected 22 samples of
fresh bagged spinach from the
plant, and samples of incoming

spinach as well for E. coli

Feb 16™

Feb 16" — 18th———

2/16-2/18 Twenty new cases were

2/24 To date, 9 packages of

spinach were collected from case

households in 3 states; 8 of

which were analyzed for E. coli

0157:H7. ABC Processing
manufactured 7 of the bags
collected.

Of the 8 bags tested, 2 were
positive for E. coli 0157:H7 and
were ABC Processing brands of

spinach

Feb 24"

2/16-2/18 FDA determined
that ABC processing
contracts for 100% of the
spinach production on
three farms with 13 fields
and is only sold to ABC
Processing

identified in 5 new states; 10 new cases

in previous 14 states.

DNA fingerprint matches continued to

be uploaded to PulseNet.

2/24 FDA provided clarification to
the Feb. 14™ press release and

informed consumers that only
spinach from ABC Processing

Company was implicated in the

outbreak.

Feb 28"

2/28 A total of 183 persons infected with the
outbreak strain of E. coli 0157:H7 had been
reported to CDC from 26 states.

95 were hospitalized; 15 had hemolytic
uremic syndrome (HUS); 1 person died





