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CDC’s Role in Investigation 

 PA Field Investigation (July – August 2015) 
 Issued Interim Practical Guidance (October 2015) 

 
 

 



CDC’s Role in Investigation 

 Outreach to partners (Fall 2015) 
• Phone calls with >dozen professional associations including those 

representing various infectious disease, surgery and perfusion 
specialties, large healthcare systems, and other state/federal 
partners 

• Blast email (CDC GovDelivery) 

 Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory 
Committee (HICPAC) 
• November 2015 and March 2016 

 Ongoing engagement with 
• FDA, EU partners (ECDC), state and local health departments, 

facilities, other clinical and laboratory partners 
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Identifying Possible Cases of NTM Infections 
Associated with Exposure to Heater-Cooler Devices 

 Acid-fast bacilli (AFB) cultures may be indicated for patients 
with exposure history and: 

 

• Clinical criteria* 
• Recurrent or persistent fever of unknown etiology 
• Night sweats 
• Joint or muscle pains 
• Weight loss 
• Fatigue 
 

 Consider sending mycobacterium avium complex positive 
cultures to NTM reference laboratory 
 
 
 

* Clinical criteria as outlined in previous slide which includes prosthetic valve endocarditis, prosthetic vascular graft 
infection, sternotomy wound infection, mediastinitis, bloodstream infection, or disseminated infection, including 
embolic and immunologic manifestations 

 



www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/ 
For more information, contact CDC 

1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636) 
TTY: 1-888-232-6348     www.cdc.gov 

http://www.cdc.gov/hai/outbreaks/
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